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Plyler's 'exemplary loyalty' recognized 
John Laney Plyler, Jr., son of the university's 
seventh and longest serving president, 
received the Bell Tower Award at Opening 
Convocation this fall. The award is given 
annually to friends of the university who 
the trustees wish to recognize for their 
exceptional achievements and meritorious 
service to Furman. 
In  presenting the award, Furman recog­
nized Plyler's "exemplary loyalty" and "com­
mitment to the betterment of the university." 
Plyler, a 1 956 Furman graduate, enjoyed 
a distinguished career in health and hospital 
administration, serving as chief executive 
and chief operating officer of several hospitals. 
He retired in 1996 as senior vice president 
, 
of SunHealth, Inc. ,  and today resides in Davidson, N.C.  
A life fellow of the American College of Healthcare Executives, he is well regarded 
for his extensive knowledge of university history. He has served on the Furman Advisory 
Council and the Alumni Association Board of Directors, and he received the Alumni Service 
Award in 2002. He has established scholarships at Furman in honor of his mother, 
Beatrice Dennis Plyler, and his son, James Will iams Plyler II. 
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Next reunion in 2010 
Edwin Beckham of Austin, 
Texas, is studying for a Master 
of Divinity degree at the 
Episcopal Seminary of the 
Southwest. • Mimi Bond has 
been hired by ScanSource 
Inc., an international value­
added distributor of specialty 
technology products in Green­
ville. She is an inside sales 
representative in the Paracon 
Sales department. • Tod Hyche 
of Leatherwood Walker Todd 
& Mann PC in Greenville has 
been named a section council 
member for 2005-06 by the 
South Carolina Bar. • Brent 
Reeder became general 
manager of the Poinsett Club 
in Greenville on August 1 .  
Previously, h e  was with the 
Jefferson Club in Louisville, 
Ky . • BIRTH: Scott and 
Julie Ethridge Shaughnessy, 
a son, Ben, October 6, 2004, 
Greer, S.C. 
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Next reunion in 2006 
Miki Golden (M.A.) is prin­
cipal at Hollis Academy 
in Greenville. He had been 
assistant principal at East 
North Street Academy. 
• Will Snipes (M.A. '93), 
a seventh grade language arts 
teacher at Blue Ridge Middle 
School, is the 2005-06 Green­
ville County Teacher of the 
Year. • Hunter Spotts is 
a staff physician with Patient 
First in Baltimore, Md. • 
MARRIAGE: Robert 
Kimball and Neill Larmore, 
September 25, 2004. Rob is 
managing editor for Thomson 
American Health Consultants 
in Atlanta. Neill also works 
for the company. • BIRTHS: 
Mark and Shirley Baunach, 
a son, Zachary Mark, March 
22, Huntersville, N.C. Mark 
is manager of Risk Advisory 
Services with KPMG, LLP. 
• Jim and Kristine Smith 
Cavin, a son, Douglas Jennings, 
April 5. Kristine is an attor­
ney with Smith, Ronick & 
Corbin, LLC, in Atlanta. 
• Samuel Venturini and Julia 
Martin, a daughter, Francesca 
Grace, December 9, 2004. 
Julia is an architect in 
Charleston. • Jeffrey and 
Tricia Lynch McDaniel, 
a daughter, Ella Grace, 
January 28, Alpharetta, Ga. 
• Stephen and Robin McSwain, 
a daughter, Jude, January 13,  
Los Angeles. Stephen is 
president of McSwain Guitars, 
Inc. His new licensed line of 
custom-built guitars can be 
found in music stores through­
out the United States, Europe 
and Asia. • Michael and 
Melanie Morgan Roadruck, 
a daughter, Emma Renee, 
December 21 ,  2004, Fort 
Worth, Texas. • Andrew 
and Joy Wettlin, a son, Kyle 
Andrew, May 28, Greenville. 
Andrew is senior support 
analyst with Enterprise 
Computer Systems. 
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Next reunion in 2007 
Mike Burns of Roswell, Ga., 
teaches English at the Marist 
School. • Teresa Lynn Skinner 
is corporate paralegal for The 
South Financial Group, Inc., 
in Greenville. She also owns 
the Silver Star Sterling Jewelry 
Company, dealing in exclusive 
sterling silver jewelry from 
Italy, Mexico and the American 
Southwest. • Thomas Turner, 
who has been a part of Merrill 
Lynch's office in Gainesville, 
Ga., for three years, has been 
certified as a financial planner. 
• BIRTHS: Thomas '93 and 
Laura Robertson Bratton, a 
son, Ben, October 25, 2004. 
Thomas is minister of adult 
education and outreach with 
First Baptist Church of 
Asheville, N.C. • Charles 
and Kirsten Freisheim Horton, 
a son, Andrew Charles, April 
1, Huntingdon Valley, Pa. • 
Russ '93 and Elizabeth Smith 
Merritt, a daughter, Robin, 
May 1 1 ,  North Augusta, S.C. 
• Mike and Cindy Patrick, 
a son, Jackson Debruhl, June 
13, Signal Mountain, Tenn. • 
Rob and Dina Rogers, a son, 
Zachary, November 23, 2004, 
The Colony, Texas. Rob is 
a project manager with Texas 
Instruments. • Brent and 
Betsy Chapin Taylor, twin 
daughters, Elise Chapin and 
Grace Elizabeth, February 14. 
Betsy is president of Compass 
Point, a non-profit consulting 
firm in Lookout Mountain, 
Ga. • Jason and Angelica 
Underwood, a son, Alexander, 
March 31,  Winston-Salem, 
N.C. 
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Next reunion in 2008 
Lewis Bozard is studying for 
a master's degree in higher 
education and student affairs 
at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University 
in Blacksburg. He is working 
as a graduate hall director on 
campus. • Weylin Brown, who 
has been an operating room 
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